REGILDING THE CRESCENT

AL BIRONI (Abu Raihan), born in Khiva, 973.
Astronomer, historian, and traveller. He studied
medicine and mathematics, wrote a complete
history of astronomy entitled Kanun al Masudi, and
a history of India.

ALBUCASIS (Abu-1-Cassem Khalaf), born in Spain, end
of tenth century. A great surgeon, who success-
fully performed the most daring operations. His
works on surgery and surgical instruments were
translated into Latin. There is a street in Cordova
named after him.

AL HASSAN (Abu Ali), born at Bussorah, end of
tenth century. He is known in Europe as
" Alhazen," and was the greatest physicist of Islam.
Among his discoveries were the reflection^ arid refrac-
tion of light and the weight of the atmosphere. He
was the first to offer an acceptable explanation of
the phenomenon known as (e twilight." He knew
of the doctrine of gravitation and thus, in a measure,
anticipated Galileo, Toricelli and Newton.

AL IDRISI (Abu Abdallah Sharif al Idrisi), born at
Ceuta, 1099. Geographer and traveller. Is said to
have studied at Cordova. His great geographical
work is entitled Nuzhat al Mushtdk, and was written
for King Roger II. of Sicily, to whom he presented
a terrestrial globe of silver.